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death, with dignity, I have BO desire before my time has
come to go out into the everlasting darkness. So I shall
not go into a war with any undue exhilaration of spirits or
in a frame of mind in any way approaching recklessness
or levity.

"Moreover, a man's usefulness depends upon his living
up to his ideals in so far as he can. Xow, I have consist-
ently preached what our opponents are pleased to call
4 Jingo doctrines' for a good many years. One of the com-
monest taunts directed at men like myself is that we are
armchair and parlor Jingoes who wish to see others do
what we only advocate doing. I care very little for such
a taunt, except as it affects my usefulness, but I cannot
afford to disregard the fact that my power for good, what-
ever it may be, would be gone if I didn't try to live up to the
doctrines I have tried to preach. Moreover, it seems to me
that it would be a good deal more important from the stand-
point of the nation as a whole that men like myself should
go to war than that we should stay comfortably in offices
at home and let others carry on the war that we have
urged."

A way was opened for Eoosevelt to get into the war when
Congress authorized the raising of three National Volun-
teer Cavalry Regiments, wholly apart from State contin-
gents. The Secretary of War, General Alger, offered hi in
the command of one of these regiments, but Eoosevelt de-
clined it, saying that after six weeks' service in the field
he would feel competent to handle the regiment, but that
he did not at the time know how to equip it or how to get
it into the first action. He recommended for the command
his friend Leonard Wood, who was as eager to get into the
war as he was, saying to the Secretary that if he could ap-
point Wood Colonel he would accept the Lieutenant-Colo-
nelcy. This was done, and the famous regiment of Rough
Riders was formed. Its official name was the First United
States Volunteer Cavalry, but because it was largely com-
posed of Western ranchmen, it was promptly nicknamed